Transcript of VLOG Announcement: Public Meeting Scheduled for the Health and Human Services Transition Legislative Oversight Committee Meeting
Texas Department of Assistive and Rehabilitative Services, Office for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services 

Begin transcript.

Graphic Slide 1: This opening slide includes the Texas Department of Assistive and Rehabilitative Services (DARS) logo in the upper left corner, and reads Office for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services directly below.
Script: Hello, my name is Krystina Flanigan. I am from the Texas Department of Assistive and Rehabilitative Services, known as DARS. I work in the DARS Office for Deaf and Hard of Hearing, known as DHHS. 
On Thursday, March 31, 2016, at 9:30 a.m., the Health and Human Services Transition Legislative Oversight Committee will meet at the Texas State Capitol in Room E1.036. The Transition Legislative Oversight Committee was created by Senate Bill (SB) 200, during the 84th Texas Legislature, to facilitate the transfer of certain programs at the Department of Aging and Disability Services (DADS), the Department of Assistive and Rehabilitative Services (DARS), the Department Family and Protective Services (DFPS), 
and the Department of State Health Services (DSHS) to the Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC). The transfer of programs from DARS to HHSC includes programs within the DARS Office for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services.

SB 200 also directed the HHSC Executive Commissioner to 
develop a transition plan that ensures that the transfers and 
provision of health and human services are accomplished in a careful and deliberative manner.

During the March 31 hearing, the Health and Human Services Transition Legislative Oversight Committee will hear invited testimony on the following:

· Health and Human Services Commission – Overview of Transition Plan

· Texas Workforce Commission – Overview of Vocational Rehabilitation Services Transfer

· Department of Family and Protective Services – Update of Child Abuse Prevention Services Consolidation
Public testimony will also be taken and is limited to 3 minutes.

Graphic Slide 2: This slide includes the public hearing posting, including the date, time and location.  

Graphic Slide 3: This slide includes information about how to request an accommodation at the hearing.  The slid reads: People with disabilities who plan to attend these meetings and may need assistance, such as a sign language interpreter, should contact the Senate Committee Coordinator by phone at 512-463-0070.  72 hours advanced notice is needed.
Script:  A copy of the HHS transition plan can be found on the HHSC Transformation website.
Graphic Slide 4: This slide includes the HHSC Transformation website address where the transition plan can be found.  The website address is: http://www.hhsc.state.tx.us/hhs-transformation/transition-plan.shtml. 
Script: In February 2016, DARS held three public meetings in Ft. Worth, Midland, and San Antonio to receive comment on the Texas Sunset Commission’s management action recommendation to evaluate whether services currently provided by the DARS Office for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services could be better provided by Centers for Independent Living.  No decision will be made on whether to outsource services provided by the Office for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services to Centers for Independent before June 2017.
The evaluation recommended in the DARS Sunset report is not part of the health and human services transition plan for which the Transition Legislative Oversight Committee will take public 
testimony at the March 31, 2016, public hearing.  
For those who want to provide input on whether services provided by the DARS Office of Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services could be 
better provided by Centers for Independent Living, DARS continues to take public comment on this evaluation.  Vlogs and written comment may be submitted by email.
Graphic Slide 5: This slide includes the email address to submit comments on the evaluation of whether services provided by the DARS Office Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services should be provided by Centers for Independent Living.  The email address is: TXCILContact@pcgus.com.
Script: Thank you for watching.
End transcript.

For questions, compliments or complaints call the DARS Inquiries Line: 1-800-628-5115.
