
 
MEMORANDUM 

Department of Aging and Disability Services 
 

 
TO:  Regulatory Services Division 
  Regional Directors and State Office Managers 
 
FROM: Michelle Dionne-Vahalik, Unit Manager 
  Policy Development and Support Unit 
  State Office MC E-370 
 
SUBJECT: Regional Survey and Certification (RS&C) Letter No. 06-05 
 
DATE: March 14, 2006  
 
 
The attached Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), Regional Survey and 
Certification (RS&C) Letter was issued on March 9, 2006.  This letter, which was 
distributed by e-mail on March 13th, is being provided to you for information purposes 
and should be shared with all professional staff.  This memorandum explains the new 
process implemented by the CMS Region VI office to send electronic Medicare provider 
enrollment notices to state office certification staff. 
 
• RS&C Letter No. 06-05 – Electronic Provider Enrollment Notices  
 
If you have any questions, please contact Bevo Morris, Program Specialist, Policy 
Development and Support, at (512) 438-2363.    
 
[signature on file] 
 
Michelle Dionne-Vahalik 
 
MDV:bbm 
 
Attachment 
 
  
 



DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
1301 Young Street, Room 833 
Dallas, Texas 75202 
 
Division of Survey and Certification, Region VI 
 
March 9, 2006 
 
REGIONAL SURVEY AND CERTIFICATION LETTER NO.  06-05 
 
TO:  All State Survey Agencies   (Action/Information) 
  All Title XIX Single State Agencies   (Action/Information) 
 
SUBJECT: Electronic Provider Enrollment Notices 

In an effort to further the goals of the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 and become more 
responsible and publicly accountable for reducing the burden of Federal paperwork on the 
public; we the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) Dallas Regional Office have 
decided to change the process in which we send provider enrollment notices to State Agencies, 
specifically for Initial Medicare Certifications for Long Term Care (LTC) facilities. 

The Division of Survey and Certification (DSC) has decided to implement the following policy.  
DSC will no longer be sending a hard copy of the following documents for Initial Medicare 
Certifications for LTC facilities: 

• The Initial Medicare Certification Approval Letter 
• CMS 1561 – Health Insurance Agreement 
• CMS 1539 - Certification and Transmittal 
 

Instead, DSC will be scanning these documents and sending them via e-mail in a PDF file 
directly to the State Agency certification staff that assisted in processing the initial Medicare 
certification packet.  Thus, it is important that the names and e-mail addresses of your 
certification staff be up to date and accurate.  We will begin this process with Initial Medicare 
Certifications, but are working on incorporating this process into our other provider enrollment 
actions (Change of Ownerships, Terminations) and provider types (Hospitals, Home Health 
Agencies, etc.).   
  
We hope that this transition not only reduces the amount of paperwork our State Agency 
partners receive, but also decreases the amount of time spent on this paperwork.  If you have 
any questions concerning these changes, please contact Gerardo Ortiz, of my staff, at 214-767-
2084 or gerardo.ortiz@cms.hhs.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ 
 
David Wright  
Acting Associate Regional Administrator 
Division of Survey and Certification 

mailto:gerardo.ortiz@cms.hhs.gov

	Michelle Dionne-Vahalik

