
MEMORANDUM
Texas Department of Human Services * Long Term Care/Policy

TO: LTC-R Regional Directors 
Section/Unit Managers 

FROM: Marc Gold
Section Manager 
Long Term Care-Policy 
State Office MC: W-519 

SUBJECT: Regional Survey & Certification Letter #98-18

DATE: February 5, 1999 

The attached RS&C Letter is being provided to you for information purposes and should be shared with all
professional staff.

RS&C Letter No. 98-18 -- Changes in the Nursing Home Survey and Certification Procedures; Call Elva
Longoria, Program Specialist, Professional Services, at (512) 438-2345.

If you have any questions, please direct inquiries to the individuals or sections listed above.

~Original Signature on File~ 

Marc Gold



DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES
Health Care Financing Administration 

Region VI
1301 Young Street, Room 833

Dallas, Texas 75202

September 22, 1998 

REGIONAL SURVEY AND CERTIFICATION LETTER NO: 98-18

To: All State Survey Agencies
All Title XIX Single State Agencies

(Action)
(Information) 

Subject: Changes in the Nursing Home Survey and Certification Procedures

Your agency should have recently received a hardcopy of information which includes new State Operations
Manual (SOM) issuances. Included are: 

Sections 4145-4156.9.
Appendix P Guidance to Surveyors for F-272 through F-287,
Appendix R "Resident Assessment Instrument for Long Term Care Facilities,"
Appendix R Exhibits 254-258,
The new HCFA Form 672 ("Resident Census and Condition of Residents"),
New provider instructions for the HCFA Forms 672 and HCFA 802 ("Roster/Sample Matrix").

1. Surveyors are to begin using the two new State Operations Manual, Appendix P, F-272 through F-287
immediately.286 and F-287 are new tags. They are the resident assessment regulations and Guidance to Surveyors
for 42 CFR 483.20(d) Use and (f) Automated data processing requirement. All the regulations are published
requirements. The Guidance is to be used although it is a draft (for grammatical and punctuation review only).
There is no change in the standard survey procedure. F-286 and F-287 will not routinely be surveyed unless there is
an indication of problems during a standard survey. F-287 is to be handled as specified in the procedures enclosed
in the Region VI-Dallas RS&C Letter 98-13. Although the only new regulatory language is at F-286 and F-287,
there are changes in all the Guidance for F-272 through F-285 and surveyors must read this guidance.

2. The new HCFA 672 incorporates the new tags F-144 and F-145. Surveyors are to begin using the new HCFA
672 as soon as they receive it. By the time this data is ready to be entered in OSCARS that system will
accommodate the new tags.

3. The new HCFA 672 and HCFA 802 provider instructions include the correct Minimum Data Set (MDS)
crosswalk items. Surveyors should give these to providers as soon as they become available. Providers should be
notified that some proprietary MDS software uses incorrect MDS items to automatically generate the HCFA 672
and HCFA 802 for surveys. Surveyors should continue to review the completed HCFA 672 and HCFA 802 for
gross accuracy as well as for possible survey concerns.

 4. Please inform your surveyors that they will begin to encounter additional full MDSs in the clinical records of
Medicare residents. As Skilled Nursing Facilities (SNFs) move into the Prospective Payment System (PPS),
additional MDSs are required. These are strictly for reimbursement and are called Medicare or PPS full MDS 
assessments. Surveyors should continue to look for and use the most recent Comprehensive Resident Assessment
(Resident Assessment Instrument plus any additional needed assessments, e.g. nutrition) along with quarterly
assessments and progress notes as they have in the past. Note that in PPS SNFs, the first (and only) quarterly



assessment will be a full MDS. Surveyors are to concern themselves only with the timeliness and accuracy of
clinical assessments, i.e. annual, quarterly, and significant change assessments.

If you have any questions please contact CDR Daniel McElroy, Rn at 214-767-2077.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely, 

-Signature on File- 

Molly Crawshaw, Acting Chief 
Survey and Certification Operations 

Enclosure



Note: 

The following attachments are in .pdf format. You will need the Adobe Acrobat Reader (TM) to read the
documents. 

A.

If you have the Acrobat Reader installed in your pc, just click on the .pdf file to view the document. Or you
can click here to return to the document to continue

B.

If you don't have the Adobe Acrobat Reader installed in your pc, click here to download and follow the
download instructions.

RS&C 98-18c.pdf 14 pages long1.
RS&C 98-18d.pdf 8 pages long2.
RS&C 98-18e.pdf  4 pages long3.

C.

You will need to use your browser's back button to return to the document. D.
To print the document, use Acrobat Reader's print icon E.






















































