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Teleconference

Agenda Item 1: Welcome and Introductions
The Block Grant Subcommittee meeting commenced at 11:00 a.m. with Carissa Dougherty providing a welcome to the members. Carissa Dougherty and Warren Stewart will be the state support staff for this subcommittee. 

Table 1 shows attendance for the meeting. Each member introduced themselves to the subcommittee. 

Table 1:  The MHSA Block Grant Subcommittee member attendance at the Thursday, February 4, 2016 meeting.
	MEMBER NAME
	YES
	NO
	MEMBER NAME
	YES
	NO

	Stephanie Hansen (Community Volunteer)
	X
	
	Davin Davis (DARS)
	X
	

	Jamie Schmitt (Community Volunteer)
	X
	
	Lorelei Miller (TWC)
	X
	

	Peter Andrade (Community Volunteer)
	
	X
	Novella Evans (DADS)
	X
	

	Wayne Greggory (Community Volunteer)
	X
	
	Kelley Logans-Ali (DFPS)
	X
	

	Amy Felker (HHSC)
	X
	
	Teresa Stroud (TJJD)
	
	X

	Terri Richard (TDHCA)
	
	X
	Jason Howell (BHAC Member)
	X
	

	April Zamora (TDCJ-TCOOMMI)
	X
	
	John Kliewer (BHAC Member)
	X
	


Yes: Indicates attended the meeting			No: Indicates did not attend the meeting

Agenda Item 2: Overview of the Mental Health and Substance Abuse Block Grant
Warren Stewart provided an overview of the MHSA Block Grant. Mr. Stewart detailed the purpose for the Mental Health (MH) and Substance Abuse (SA) Block Grants.  These funds provide a variety of mental health and substance use treatment, intervention and, prevention services across Texas. Each Block Grant has established set-asides (percentage of dollars to be spent) for specific populations. It is the duty of the state agency to ensure that the funds are utilized to best assist those in need. 

Agenda Item 3: Review Scope and Purpose of this Subcommittee
Ms. Dougherty provided a review of the purpose of the main committee, the Behavioral Health Advisory Committee (BHAC), and how this subcommittee came into existence. Background on the need for this subcommittee, member roles/responsibilities, and the federally required role in the formulation of the Block Grant were explained to members. 

The purpose of the subcommittee is to provide support and input into the creation of the MH & SA Block Grant biannual application which guides mental health and substance use services in Texas. When not working on the application, this subcommittee is tasked with monitoring the Block Grant plan and the outcomes reported in the annual reports to SAMHSA. Any recommendations from this subcommittee will be reported to the BHAC for vote.

Members agreed that meetings would be largely via teleconference. Initial meetings will be scheduled monthly (the first Thursday of each month from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.) for the purpose of educating members about the Block Grants. The frequency of meetings was discussed. Members agreed that meetings should drop in frequency during times when there is not a need and increase in frequency during times when the Block Grant application is due.

Agenda Item 4: Next Steps
The members were invited to attend upcoming trainings on the Block Grant that will include financial and programmatic information. Kathy Smith from DSHS provided details and answered questions about these up-coming webinars. Members were provided access to the online WebBGAS, the online web portal to view the Block Grant and its associated reports and documents. All parties were encourage to participate in the trainings and begin reviewing the 2016-2017 Block Grant application.

Agenda Item 4:	Adjourn
The Subcommittee adjourned at 12 p.m.
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